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Saturday in Bos ton hospotaJ while awaitong a heart 
transplant 

lie was bom m Portland, a son of J oseph E. and 
Mildred V. Murray Cooper. He attl'nded local schools 
and graduated from South Portland High School. He 
attended SMVfl and the UnivP.rsity of Southem ' 
Maine. 

Mr. Cooper was on the Portland Fire Department for 
21 years, retiring in 1985 as a lieutenan t 

rnnolt·., !'\011: 

f:.ado day the Press 
llcr:old selcns one 
ol)l(uary and seek> to 
learn more abouo the 
life of an ord onary 
pcr>On who has loved 
and worked on 
Southern Maine. W e 

look for a P"""" who 
has made a mark on 
the communuy or the 
person's family and 
circle of fncnds in 
small but lasting ways. 

His most outstanding 
achievement as a fire· 
fighter, Portland Fire 
Chief Cartelon E. Wins· 
low Jr. said Sunday, 
was whe n Mr. Cooper 
courageously led three 
firefighters through a 
buming lower to the 
I Oth floor of the former 

Motor Hotel 
( now th e So n esta 
H o t el) in Po rtl a nd 
where they r escued 
guests trapped in their 
rooms. 

Although Cooper and 
h is men ran out of oxy· 
gen, they were able to 

the building by placing them on an ae naJ ladder wt.thout 
serious injury to guests or themselves, Winslow said. 
The fire took place Nov. 16, 1981. Mr. Cooper had to be 
treated at the scene by Medcu ambulance for smoke 
inhalation. 

Shortly after he joined the fire department, Mr. 
Cooper became a member of its elite drill team, which 
s taged public demonstrations at a building on Park 
Avenue, Winslow recalled. Drill team members scaled 
the building and rappelled off its roo( 

master's license. ·· · · ' ·- -- • •-· · 
He was a member of the Temple Lodge of Masons 86 1 

in Westbrook. 
He is survived by his wife, Margaret H. Palmer • 

Cooper of Portland; his mother of South Portland; four 
daughters, Mrs. Eric (Pamela J .) Lund of Yannouth, 
a nd Kimberly L. Murphy, Kelly L . Spiller, and Miriam J . 
Cooper, aU of Portland; two sons, Joseph A Jr., Army, 
s tationed at Fort Devens, Mass., and David W. of 
Portland; a sister , Mrs. William (Karen E.l Johnson of 
Harrison; two brothers, John M. of Westbrook, and 
James E. of South Portland; and a grandson. 

A funeral will be held at 11 a m. Wednesday in Chapel 
A of J ones, Rich & Hutchins Funeral Home, 199 
Woodford St. The Rev. Marvin will officiate. 
Burial will follow in Brooklawn Memorial Park. 
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